
TOWN OF YUCCA VALLEY  
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MEETING APPLICATION 
 

 

The Development Review Committee (DRC) meets at 1:30 PM – 2:30 PM., each Thursday at the Town’s 
office located at 58928 Business Center Drive. Upon your arrival, please check-in at the front counter. 

 
Meeting date you are requesting:   

 
The deadline for application submittal is a minimum of one week in advance of the meeting date. 
Each application is granted a meeting not exceeding 20 minutes with the Development Review 
Committee. A maximum of three applications can be scheduled for one meeting date. 

 
Has this project been considered previously by the Development Review Committee? _________ 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 

Contact person:  Phone:   
 

Email: Fax:  
 

Description of project:  
 
 
 
 
 

To assist staff members with the project, it is recommended to provide basic conceptual site plans and 
project description/narrative. 

 

Development Review Committee Contact List: 
Planning 
Building & Safety 
Engineering & Public Works 

 
 

 
760-369-6579; ext. 317 
760-369-6579; ext. 302 
760-369-6579; ext. 307

 

Please be aware that, although the Town will make every effort to have all DRC members present at each 
meeting, at times this is not possible. A property owner or developer considering building in the Town of Yucca 
Valley is responsible to contact all other applicable agencies to obtain their standards and requirements for 
construction.  

Return this completed application to the Planning Division via email at ewilloughby@yucca-
valley.org 

mailto:ewilloughby@yucca-valley.org
mailto:ewilloughby@yucca-valley.org
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July 24, 2025
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059521216000, 0595212110000
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Exploring the potential of a proposed “pocket neighborhood”, tiny home 

Eric Linnert
village, or similar housing product (see attached references) through acceptable uses such as 

Eric Linnert
single room occupancy (SRO) units, hotel and motel, etc.



What is a Pocket Neighborhood?
Pocket Neighborhoods are 
clustered groups of neighboring 
homes gathered around an 
open space —  such as a 
garden courtyard, joined 
backyards, pedestrian street or 
a reclaimed alley.

These are settings where 
nearby neighbors can easily 
know one another, where 
parents feel at ease with 
children venturing beyond the 
front gate, where those with 
far-flung families find friendship, 
and where an elder will feel 
safe and cared for.

The design of pocket 
neighborhoods will vary from 
place to place, but there are a 
few key design essentials that 
make them work well . . .

Design Essentials for Pocket Neighborhoods
rosschapin.com • pocket-neighborhoods.net  

Ross Chapin
Architects



Scale of Sociability
Humans are social creatures.

We like to gather in small groups. 
We love to chat, tell stories, 
reminisce, argue, laugh. 

In small groups, conversation is 
spontaneous. It's what we do.
This is the Scale of Sociability.

In a large group, say 40 or 100, 
anything resembling communi- 
cation must be organized. In small 
groups, it's effortless.

Conversation is spontaneous in small groups. 
Pocket Neighborhoods are designed around this 
fact of our human nature.

Design Essentials for Pocket Neighborhoods
rosschapin.com • pocket-neighborhoods.net  

Ross Chapin
Architects



Shared Commons
Why is shared outdoor space 
so important in a pocket 
neighborhood?

During the daily flow of life 
through this space, nearby 
neighbors offer 'nodding hellos' 
or stop for a chat along the 
garden walk. These casual 
conversations can eventually 
grow into caring relationships 
and a meaningful sense of 
community — all fostered by 
the simple fact of shared space. 

The commons has clearly 
defined boundaries, beginning 
at the entrance from the street 
and extending to the gates of 
the private yards. This creates a 
clear sense of territory by 
anyone who enters. A stranger 
walking into the commons is 
likely to be addressed with a 
friendly, "can I help you?" At the 
same time, a child has a safe 
zone to play in or have time 
with a shirt-tail auntie.

Design Essentials for Pocket Neighborhoods
rosschapin.com • pocket-neighborhoods.net  

Ross Chapin
Architects



An advantage of living in a 
pocket neighborhood is having 
shared buildings and gardens.

The  least expensive amenity is 
a common tool shed. One lawn 
mower can easily be shared by 
a few neighbors!  Along with a 
few rakes, shovels and pruners.

An outdoor barbeque or 
fireplace is another. At the end 
of the day when the grill is fired 
up, it's likely to attract an 
improptu get together.

A multi-purpose building can 
host potlucks, meetings, 
exercise groups and movie 
nights.s

Pocket neighborhoods of any 
size will enjoy the benefits of a 
community vegetable garden.

Beyond being amenities, 
these common facilities foster 
relationships among neighbors 
and strengthen their sense of 
community.

Common Buildings & Gardens

Design Essentials for Pocket Neighborhoods
rosschapin.com • pocket-neighborhoods.net  

Ross Chapin
Architects
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