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l. Introduction

San Bernardino County’s Community Development and Housing Department (CDH) is
pleased to release this Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for Program Year 2026—
2027 under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. This NOFA is
guided by the County’s 2025-2030 Consolidated Plan, which outlines strategies for
housing, infrastructure, public services, and community development investments. The
Con Plan priorities include:

* Preserving and expanding affordable housing opportunities

* Reducing and preventing homelessness through coordinated services

» Improving community facilities and infrastructure, particularly ADA accessibility
and safety improvements

+ Expanding access to public services for seniors, youth, and vulnerable
populations

Applicants must demonstrate that projects directly advance the County’s identified 2025-
2030 Consolidated Plan priorities and benefit low- and moderate-income residents. The
County is committed to equity, transparency, and accountability, and subrecipients are
expected to deliver measurable results.

Il. Eligible Applicants
Eligible applicants include participating cities (Adelanto, Barstow, Big Bear Lake, Colton,

Grand Terrace, Highland, Loma Linda, Montclair, Needles, Redlands, Twentynine
Palms, Yucaipa and the Town of Yucca Valley) in the Urban County program and
qualified nonprofit organizations. Applicants must demonstrate organizational stability,
financial capacity, and compliance with federal requirements including obtaining a
Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and maintaining active SAM.gov registration. Evidence of
past program performance and capacity to manage federal funds will be reviewed.

Below are the types of eligible applicants:
¢ Nonprofit Organizations — 501(c)(3) entities with relevant service experience and
community presence.
e Participating Cities — Jurisdictions within the County’s Urban County CDBG
program.

e For-profit businesses that target economic development activities.

All applicants must:
e Be legally incorporated and financially stable.
e Be in good standing with the State of California.
e Possess a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) issued through SAM.gov and maintain
an active SAM registration.
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e Be compliant with federal reporting, audit standards, and County contract

requirements.

lll. Eligible Activities
Activities must meet at least one of the HUD national objectives listed below:

¢ Benefit low- and moderate-income individuals: At least 51% of beneficiaries
must be low- or moderate-income, or the project must serve a designated
low/moderate area.

¢ Prevent or eliminate slums and blight: Projects must address visible
deterioration or health/safety hazards

e Address urgent community needs: The project must resolve an urgent threat
to public health or safety.

Project must also support the priorities identified in the 2025-2030 Consolidated Plan.
Projects should demonstrate that they directly advance the County’s priorities and
benefit low- and moderate-income residents. Eligible activities include, but are not

limited to:

Eligible Examples of Eligible Beneficiaries Expected
Category/Priorities Projects Outcomes
Community Parks, sidewalks, Neighborhood Safer,
Infrastructure & ADA ramps, lighting, residents, seniors, accessible
Facilities drainage, youth neighborhoods

community/senior

centers
Affordable Housing Rehabilitation, energy | Low/moderate- Expanded
Activities efficiency upgrades, income households | housing

accessibility
modifications

opportunities

business support

Public Services Senior meals, youth Low/moderate- Improved

(15% cap) programs, literacy, income persons, quality of life
health services, homeless and stability
homeless outreach populations

Economic Microenterprise Low/moderate- Job Creation

Development assistance, job income workers and | or Retention
training, small entrepreneurs
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IV. Ineligible Activities

Below are examples of ineligible activities that cannot be supported with CDBG funds:
Category Examples

General Government Operations Salaries for routine functions, government
office construction

Political Activities Lobbying, campaigning, partisan events

Routine Operations/Maintenance Utilities, custodial services, standard
facility repairs

New Housing Construction Construction of new single or multi-family
housing

Income Payments Direct financial aid beyond 3-month
emergency assistance

V. Anticipated Funding
For the 2026-27 program year, the County expects to receive approximately $6.3
million in CDBG funding. The distribution of these funds is anticipated as follows:

e $2 million: Unincorporated areas (focusing on infrastructure, capital
improvements, and Fair Housing programs). Applications for these projects will
be solicited directly from County departments.

e $2.3 million: 13 participating cities (supporting public services and infrastructure
improvements). Each city receives a portion of these funds; allocations are
determined by a formula based on population, number of persons below the
poverty level, and overcrowded housing units

a. For cities with allocations over $100,000 (Adelanto, Barstow, Colton,
Highland, Montclair, Redlands, Twentynine Palms, Yucaipa, and the
Town of Yucca Valley), public service projects are limited to 15% of the
city’s allocation.

b. For smaller cities with allocations under $100,000 (Big Bear Lake, Grand
Terrace, and Needles), the 15% cap does not apply; however, these
cities may fund up to three total projects in any combination of public
service and construction activities.

VI. Non-Participating Metropolitan Cities

Cities with populations over 50,000 that receive their own CDBG entitlements directly
from HUD and do not participate in the County’s CDBG program include Apple Valley,
Chino, Chino Hills, Fontana, Hesperia, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Rialto, San
Bernardino, Upland, and Victorville. If a project benefits residents of both a metropolitan
city and the County's CDBG Program, an application may be submitted with matching
funds proportional to the non-County participants.
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VII. Application Process (Submittable)

All applications must be submitted electronically through the County’s online platform,
Submittable. Applicants will need to create a Submittable account at Log in |
Submittable.

Key features of Submittable include:
e Secure online submission
e Auto-save and return capability
o Built-in upload of budget, attachments, and certifications

Steps for Application Submission:

e Step 1 — Account Registration: Applicants must register or log in to
Submittable.

e Step 2 — Complete the Online Application: Fill in all required fields, including
project narrative, budget, and compliance certifications.

e Step 3 — Upload Required Attachments: Attachment A (Authorization to
Submit Application Form), Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, IRS 501(c)(3) letter
(for nonprofits), audited financial statements, proof of insurance (if available),
proof of site control (if applicable), proof of SAM.gov registration, and UEI.

e Step 4 — Submit by Deadline: Applications must be submitted no later than
4:00 PM PST on November 14, 2025. Late or incomplete submissions will not
be accepted.

e Step 5 — Confirmation & Tracking: Submittable will provide confirmation of
submission and allow applicants to track application status.

Technical Assistance: Applicants are strongly encouraged to begin their
application process early. For assistance, contact:
o Community Development and Housing Department
San Bernardino County located at 560 E. Hospitality Lane, Suite 200,
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0043 Phone: (909) 501-0600
or Email: cdbg.info@cdh.sbcounty.gov.

e For technical questions regarding Submittable, Submittable provides customer
service support through its online Help Center at Help for Applicants |
Submittable Help Center.
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VIII. Timeline
e Application Cycle: October 10 — November 14, 2025
e CDH Review: November 14 — November 26, 2025
o City Review & Selection: December 1, 2025 — January 9, 2026
o Public Notice of 30-Day Comment Period: February 20, 2026
e Public Hearing: March 24, 2026
e Board of Supervisors Approval of Final Action Plan: April 21, 2026

IX. Application Review & Evaluation Criteria

The evaluation criteria have been developed to ensure that Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds are awarded in a fair, transparent, and federally compliant
manner. Each factor reflects requirements established by HUD regulations, priorities
outlined in the County’s Consolidated Plan, and best practices in grant administration.
Collectively, these criteria are intended to assess an applicant’s eligibility, organizational
capacity, project readiness, and ability to deliver measurable community benefits. By
applying these standards consistently, the County can ensure that CDBG resources are
directed toward projects that are feasible, cost-effective, and have the greatest impact
on low- and moderate-income residents.

All applications will be reviewed to ensure eligibility and compliance with HUD
requirements. Proposals will then be evaluated based on the following criteria:

Threshold Criteria
Applications must:
. Demonstrate eligibility of the proposed activity under CDBG regulations.
o Satisfy at least one HUD national objective.
. Align with the County’s Consolidated Plan priorities.
Evaluation Criteria
Eligible applications will then be evaluated according to the following factors:
e Organizational Experience and Capacity
a. Past performance administering CDBG or other federal/state grants.
b. Experience with the proposed type of program.
c. Adequacy of staffing, financial systems, and internal controls.
e Project Design and Readiness
a. Appropriateness and clarity of the proposed project approach.
b. Evidence of project feasibility (e.g., site control, permits, environmental
clearance).
c. Realistic implementation timeline demonstrating readiness to proceed.
e Community Need and Impact
a. Demonstrated local need for the project.
b. Extent to which the project will benefit low- and moderate-income
residents.
c. Anticipated measurable outcomes and long-term community impact.
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¢ Budget and Leveraging of Resources
a. Reasonableness and cost-effectiveness of the proposed budget.
b. Availability of matching funds or leveraged resources.
c. Evidence of long-term financial sustainability.
e Partnerships and Collaboration
a. Strength and relevance of partnerships that enhance project delivery.
b. Demonstrated collaboration with community stakeholders.

Characteristics of Strong Proposals:

Proposals that are most competitive will:

Clearly identify measurable outcomes tied to HUD and County priorities.
Demonstrate both organizational and financial capacity.

Show evidence of readiness to proceed within the program year.

Leverage additional funding or partnerships to maximize community impact.

Attachment A

The Authorization to Submit Application Form must be completed, signed, and uploaded
with the organization’s application in Submittable. Applications without this authorization
will be considered incomplete.

X. Contract Requirements

Funded organizations must enter into a contract with either the County or the County’s
CDBG participating cities. Contracts define scope, roles, reporting, and compliance
requirements. Payment is on a reimbursement basis unless otherwise specified.

Xl. Insurance Requirements

All applicants awarded CDBG funds, including participating cities and nonprofit
organizations, will be required to maintain insurance coverage in accordance with the
County’s standard contract. The type and limits of insurance depend on the scope of
services. At a minimum, coverage generally includes:

e Workers’ Compensation and Employer’s Liability: As required by the State of
California.

e Commercial General Liability: Minimum $1,000,000 per occurrence /
$2,000,000 aggregate.

¢ Automobile Liability: Minimum $1,000,000 per occurrence (increased to
$2,000,000 if transporting clients).

e Umbrella/Excess Liability: An umbrella (excess) liability policy may be required
to provide additional protection above the limits of general liability, automobile
liability, and employer’s liability policies. This policy functions as backup
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coverage, ensuring the County is adequately protected if a claim exceeds the
limits of the primary policy.

e As Applicable: Professional Liability, Errors and Omissions, Directors and
Officers, Environmental, Cyber Liability, or Abuse/Molestation coverage.

Applicants must provide Certificates of Insurance and required endorsements, naming
the County as additional insured, before contract execution. Cities may satisfy these
requirements through their existing coverage. The full insurance requirements will be
included in the County’s standard contract.

XIl. Post-Award Reporting & Monitoring

Upon notification of awards, the County will conduct a kick-off meeting in May 2026 to
review contract requirements and provide training on claims processing. Award
recipients will be required to:

Submit monthly and/or quarterly reports as specified by the County.
Participate in monitoring activities, including desk reviews and on-site visits.
Comply with annual audit requirements.

Implement corrective actions if deficiencies or non-compliance are identified.

Project Periods
e Public Service Activities: Limited to a 10-month operating period ending April
2027.
o Construction Activities: Must be fully funded and ready to proceed, with all
work completed within 18 months, ending December 2028.

These timelines are necessary to ensure the County has sufficient time to review
outcomes, close out projects, and submit required performance and financial reporting to
HUD within federally mandated deadlines.

XIIl. Federal Regulations and Executive Orders

All subrecipients awarded a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) allocation
must comply with applicable federal regulations, statutes, and executive orders that
govern the use of U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funds.
Compliance with these requirements is a condition of funding and will be monitored
throughout the program year. These include, but are not limited to, the following:

e 2 CFR Part 200 — Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles,
and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance)
Establishes the standards for financial management, procurement, and reporting
for federal grant recipients.
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24 CFR Part 58 — Environmental Review Procedures
Requires recipients to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of CDBG-
funded projects and ensure compliance with NEPA and related laws.
Executive Orders 11246, 13166, and 11063

o EO 11246: Prohibits discrimination in federal contracting.

o EO 13166: Requires meaningful access to federally funded programs for

persons with limited English proficiency.
o EO 11063: Prohibits discrimination in the sale, leasing, rental, or financing
of federally assisted housing.

Executive Order 13985 — Advancing Racial Equity and Support for
Underserved Communities
Directs federal programs and recipients to identify and address barriers that
prevent equitable access to funding and services.
Executive Order 12898 — Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice
Ensures that low-income and minority populations do not bear disproportionate
adverse environmental and health impacts.
Davis-Bacon Act
Requires payment of locally prevailing wages on construction projects funded
with federal dollars.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
Prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability and requires accessibility in
federally funded programs and facilities.
Fair Housing Act (Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968)
Prohibits housing discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, familial status, or disability.
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Mandates review of the environmental effects of federally funded actions prior to
decision-making.
Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act and related laws
Requires recipients to follow lead-safe housing practices to protect residents
from lead-based paint hazards.

10
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Attachment A
Authorization to Submit Application Form

This form must be completed, signed, and uploaded with the organization’s application
in Submittable. Applications without this authorization will be considered incomplete.

Organization Name:

Authorized Representative (Name & Title):

Application Preparer (if different):

Statement of Authorization
By signing below, the undersigned affirms that:

O The individual named above is duly authorized to submit an application for CDBG
funding on behalf of the organization.

[0 The organization’s governing body (Board of Directors, City Council, or
equivalent) has approved this authorization.

0 All information provided in the application is true and correct to the best of the
organization’s knowledge.

[0 The organization agrees to comply with all requirements of the San Bernardino
County CDBG Program and HUD regulations if awarded funding.

Signature of Authorized Official
Signature:

Name/Title:

Date:

Signature of Board Chair / City Manager / Equivalent (if applicable)

Signature:

Name/Title:

Date:

11




	Table of Contents
	I. Introduction
	II. Eligible Applicants
	III. Eligible Activities
	IV. Ineligible Activities
	V. Anticipated Funding
	For the 2026-27 program year, the County expects to receive approximately $6.3 million in CDBG funding. The distribution of these funds is anticipated as follows:
	 $2 million: Unincorporated areas (focusing on infrastructure, capital improvements, and Fair Housing programs). Applications for these projects will be solicited directly from County departments. 
	 $2.3 million: 13 participating cities (supporting public services and infrastructure improvements). Each city receives a portion of these funds; allocations are determined by a formula based on population, number of persons below the poverty level, ...
	a. For cities with allocations over $100,000 (Adelanto, Barstow, Colton, Highland, Montclair, Redlands, Twentynine Palms, Yucaipa, and the Town of Yucca Valley), public service projects are limited to 15% of the city’s allocation.
	b. For smaller cities with allocations under $100,000 (Big Bear Lake, Grand Terrace, and Needles), the 15% cap does not apply; however, these cities may fund up to three total projects in any combination of public service and construction activities.
	VII. Application Process (Submittable)
	VIII. Timeline
	IX. Application Review & Evaluation Criteria
	The evaluation criteria have been developed to ensure that Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds are awarded in a fair, transparent, and federally compliant manner. Each factor reflects requirements established by HUD regulations, priorities ...
	X. Contract Requirements
	XI. Insurance Requirements
	XII. Post-Award Reporting & Monitoring
	XIII. Federal Regulations and Executive Orders

	Organization Name: 
	Authorized Representative Name  Title: 
	Application Preparer if different: 
	The individual named above is duly authorized to submit an application for CDBG: Off
	The organizations governing body Board of Directors City Council or: Off
	All information provided in the application is true and correct to the best of the: Off
	The organization agrees to comply with all requirements of the San Bernardino: Off
	Date: 
	Date_2: 
	Name/Title: 
	Name/Title 2: 


