Town of Yucca Valley
Animal Shelter Committee Meeting Minutes

November 20, 2025
Call to Order
Roll Call
Present:  Jeff Drozd, Jim Schooler

Absent:

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by Chair Schooler

Approval of Agenda

1.

Agenda Approval

Motion:
Approve the meeting agenda as prepared.

Result: (Yes 0, No 0, Abstained 0)
Mover: Mayor Jeff Drozd

Seconder: Council Member Jim Schooler
Ayes: Jeff Drozd, Jim Schooler

Consent Agenda

2.

Approval of Meeting Minutes of August 21, 2025

Motion:
Approve the meeting minutes of August 21, 2025 as presented.

Result: Passed (Yes 2, No 0, Abstained 0)
Mover: Mayor Jeff Drozd

Seconder: Council Member Jim Schooler
Ayes: Jeff Drozd, Jim Schooler

Approval of Meeting Minutes for September 16, 2025

Motion:
Approve the meeting minutes of September 16, 2025 as presented.

Result: Passed (Yes 2, No 0, Abstained 0)



Mover: Mayor Jeff Drozd
Seconder: Council Member Jim Schooler
Ayes: Jeff Drozd, Jim Schooler

Department Reports

4. Animal Shelter Operational Review Status Update

Town Manager Yakimow presented an operational review status report and
welcomed comments.

Public Comments:

Susan Herring, Pioneertown reported on a recent visit to the shelter and the request
for canned dog and canned cat food. Herring inquired about the typical percentage of
intake from Town limits vs. County area and requested additional spay and neuter
clinics.

Lori Herbel, Yucca Valley asked how to become an animal shelter volunteer.

Lori Herbel introduced herself to the group and spoke of the benefits of animal
behavioral training and has offered services to the shelter for both the animals and
the shelter staff. Herbel annouced free training programs available at
fearfreeshelters.com

Public Comments

Chair Schooler opened public comments.

Abigail, Yucca Valley commented on a seemingly tight timeframe when announcing the critical
list and volunteered to assist with transporting.

James Porter, Yucca Valley announced his intent of forming a non-profit organization and
suggested euthanisia-alternative boarding opportunities for a cost, might have public support.

Allie, Joshua Tree thanked Town Manager Yakimow for pointing to the problem and explaining
the concerns, and requested clarification on the Deputy Town Manager job description. Allie
expressed it is great to see Lori Herbel and Dr. Petris attending this evening and spoke of the
long euthanasia list.

Cheryl Contopulous, Yucca Valley requested monthly spay neuter clinics monthly, and
additional announcements prior to red list being released.


//fearfreeshelters.com

Candace, Yucca Valley inquired on euthanasia procedures.

spoke of overcrowding and asked for clarification on the reason for no available foster
programming.

Susan Herring, Pioneertown spoke of the upcoming holiday closure and feels customer service
should be a focus for improvement.

Announcements

Mayor Drozd commented on a recent request for a non-profit supporting the shelter and
provided suggestions for development guidelines. Drozd offered to share these guidelines to
assist.

Chair Schooler thanked Town Manager Yakimow and Lori Herbel for the information this
evening.

Town Manager Yakimow denounced recent online staff harassment through a formal
statement.

With no further business, Mayor Drozd adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lesley Copeland, CMC
Town Clerk



