
Town of Yucca Valley  
Animal Shelter Committee Meeting Minutes 

December 18, 2025  
Call to Order 

Roll Call 
Present: Jeff Drozd, Jim Schooler 
Absent:  

Pledge of Allegiance 

Led by Chair Schooler 

Approval of Agenda 

 1. Agenda Approval 

  Motion: 
Approve the meeting agenda. 
 
Result: Passed (Yes 2, No 0, Abstained 0) 
Mover: Committee Member Jeff Drozd 
Seconder: Chair Jim Schooler 
Ayes: Jeff Drozd, Jim Schooler 

Department Reports 

 2. Animal Shelter Operational Review Status Update 

  Town Manager Yakimow presented the staff report providing an operational update 
for the animal shelter. Yakimow provided pending California legislation relating to 
animal care and access. 
 
Chair Schooler opened public comments. 
 
Susan Herring, Pioneertown welcomed May to the Town team and spoke of concern 
over animal control services availability and lack of customer service. 
 
Susan Walls, Joshua Tree inquired about the availability of office staff and lack of 
customer service. 
 
Candace Moulton, Yucca Valley spoke about the lack of return phone calls from 
Animal Care and Control staff. Moulton would also like to see the shelter stress 
experienced by the animals to be kept to a minimum. 



 
Cheryl Contopulous, Yucca Valley commented on the statistics provided and 
requested clarification. 
 
Jade & Partner, Yucca Valley spoke of a recent visit to the shelter and high noise level 
at the kennels during the visit. Suggestions were made for research sound proofing 
the kennel area for the health of the animals and better visiting opportunities. 
 
Susan Herring, Pioneertown agreed with previous comments on the overpowering 
noise levels and also provided suggestions for baffling. 
 
Abbey spoke kindly of the current changes and suggested not referring to the animals 
at the shelter as "inventory." 
 
James Porter, Yucca Valley commented favorably on the current statistics and 
positive changes shown in the numbers and spoke of the benefits of community 
involvement. 
 
Greg Gendron, Yucca Valley welcomed Animal Care and Control Manager May and 
expressed his interest in volunteering at the shelter. Gendron requested the urgent 
list to be distributed to the public and not just the rescues, and inquired on the lack of 
announcing the pet of the week. 
 
Susan Walls, Joshua Tree commented on the use of kennel cards inside plastic 
protectors. 
 
With no other members of the public wishing to speak, Chair Schooler closed public 
comments. 

Public Comments 

Chair Schooler opened public comments for items not on the agenda. 
 
Susan Herring, Pioneertown commented on a dog that was picked up in Landers and 
transferred to Devore. 
 
With no other members of the public wishing to speak, Chair Schooler closed public comments. 

Staff Reports and Comments 

With no further business, Chair Schooler adjourned the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 
 



 
Lesley Copeland, CMC 
Town Clerk 
 


