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GENERAL PLAN PROGRAMS 
FOR PARKS, OPEN SPACE AND CONSERVATION  

Implementation Actions 
Relevant 
Policies 

Responsible 
Department 

Time 
Frame 

5.1 Natural Open Space 

OSC 1 Minimize or eliminate the adverse impacts of development on 
natural open space and waterways by implementing Town 
regulations that include, but not limited to the following: 1) the 
Hillside Overlay, 2) Grading Ordinance, 3) Soil Erosion, Sediment, 
and Dust Control Plans, and 4) other regulations. 

OSC 1-1 
OSC 1-4 
OSC 1-5 
OSC 1-8 

CDD Ongoing 

OSC 2 Adhere to all state and local requirements on land uses and 
proposed development, and other municipal programs as 
required by the applicable regional habitat conservation plans 
that encompass Yucca Valley. 

OSC 1-7 
OSC 1-8 

CDD Ongoing 

OSC 3 Working in collaboration with conservation organizations in the 
Morongo Basin, create a program that educates the community 
about the value of open space resources in the Town and the 
importance of conservation. 

OSC 1-9 CDD, CS Mid-term 

OSC 4 Review development proposals adjacent to designated open 
space lands and ensure that proposed land uses are compatible 
and buffers and/or linkages are provided when necessary to 
maintain natural resource value. 

OSC 1-5 
OSC 1-6 

CDD Ongoing 

OSC 5 Consider redesignating newly identified habitat rich areas or areas 
which further wildlife connectivity goals that also pose hazards 
with the appropriate land use designation for  conservation 
purposes or lowest intensity allowable land use.  

OSC 2-1 
OSC 2-3 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

5.2 Park Resources 
OSC 6 Review and periodically update the Parks and Recreation Master 

Plan. Focus on measures to address park equity (e.g., locating 
parks and amenities to address needs) for underserved areas and 
to incorporate the expanded role of recreation in the community. 

OSC 2-1 
OSC 2-6 

CS Short-
term 

OSC 7 Use the five-year capital improvement on a regular basis to 
schedule and plan for improvements to meet current and 
projected park needs, recreational needs of users, and ADA 
requirements, based on available financial resources. 

OSC 2-2  
OSC 2-3 
OSC 2-7 

PW, TC Short-
term 

OSC 8 Regularly maintain, improve, and rehabilitate parks as needed to 
ensure that maintenance and repairs are not deferred and that the 
quality of the parks remain excellent for intended users.  

OSC 2-8 CDD, CS, PW Ongoing 

OSC 9 Periodically review and, if needed, revise shared use agreements 
with the Morongo Unified School District, community 
organizations, and other nonprofit organizations that govern joint 
use of facilities to maximize benefit to the community. 

OSC 2-5 CS Ongoing 

OSC 
10 

On an annual basis, update park impact fees to ensure that the 
fees keep pace with land and construction costs and provide the 
Town with sufficient revenues that can fund the full cost of parks; 
also explore and utilize grants for new parks. 

OSC 2-9 CDD, CS, TM Ongoing 
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5.3 Recreational Trails 

OSC 
11 

Seek grants and retrofit streets as appropriate to improve 
pedestrian and bicycling improvements including disability ramps 
to improve walking and bicycling citywide, including near highly 
traveled routes to local schools (e.g., Onaga Trail).  

OSC 3-2 
 

CS Ongoing 

OSC 
12 

Circulate proposed developments to and coordinate with utility 
purveyors, Flood Control District, and other parties for comment, 
and impose conditions of approval to provide bike lanes/trail 
space shown in the General Plan Parks and Recreation Master Plan.   

OSC 3-3 
OSC 3-4 

CS, CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
13 

Review the Trails Master Plan periodically. During the next Trails 
Master Plan update, include natural trails, assess the feasibility of 
trails, design standards for trails for different users, and establish a 
priority list and implementation actions for priority trails. 

OSC 3-1 
OSC 3-6 
OSC 3-7 
OSC 3-8 

CS Mid-term 

OSC 
14 

Continue to seek and apply for grants from governmental 
agencies, conservation organizations, and stakeholders to fund 
trailheads, amenities, and multiuse trails in North Park and South 
Park, consistent with the Parks/Trails Master Plan. 

OSC 3-5 CS, CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
15 

Work with the County Flood Control District to upgrade the Yucca 
Wash to a fully functioning drainage channel; explore and fund 
the development of a community trail amenity along the Yucca 
Wash that connects the east and west sides of the community.  

OSC 3-3 CDD, PW, CS Mid-term 

5.4 Recreational Programs 

OSC 
16 

Continue a year-round schedule of quality programs and services 
that respond to the recreational and cultural needs and interests 
of residents of all ages in the Town. Consider new programs based 
on community interest. 

OSC 4-1 
OSC 4-3 
OCS 4-5 

CS Ongoing 

OSC 
17 

Continue successful community events, especially concerts in the 
park, and seek to expand the events in Yucca Valley, such as 
farmers markets, art fairs, local performances, movies, plays, hobby 
shows, special events for holidays, fitness events. 

OSC 4-2 CS Ongoing 

OSC 
18 

Explore a wide range of partnerships and new programs to 
expand cultural arts programming in Yucca Valley, including but 
not limited to cultural arts, art in public places, tours, performing 
arts programs, and other events. 

OSC 4-4 
OSC 4-6 

CS Ongoing 

OSC-
19 

Develop annual budgets, staffing projections, equipment, and 
vehicle needs to fully staff the Town’s growing programs. Create 
an annual work program with performance goals for parks and 
recreation. 

ALL OSC All City 
Department 

Ongoing 

OSC-
20 

Continue to provide a wide range of volunteer opportunities, 
including serving on Youth Commission; Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Commission; and Planning Commission, as well as 
volunteer opportunities for parks and programs. 

OSC 4-8 CS Ongoing 
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5.5 Biological Resources 

OSC-
21 

In compliance with CEQA, enforce regulations and require 
mitigation that supports and protects open space, wildlife 
corridors, and biological resources and that minimize impacts of 
new development on open space and conservation areas.  

OSC 5-1 
thru 5-3; 
OSC 5-7 
thru 5-9 

CDD Ongoing 

OSC-
22 

Periodically review and revise landscape standards and guidelines 
to encourage the retention and use of native and approved 
nonnative drought-tolerant plant species in development. 
Incorporate into the Water Efficiency Landscaping Ordinance. 

OSC 5-4 CDD, PW Short-
term 

OSC-
23 

On a case-by-case basis during the development review process, 
identify and assess lands based on the site-specific biological 
resources evaluations in Wildlife Corridor Evaluation Areas and 
Open Space Resource Areas, and other areas that are suitable for 
preservation as public/private lands and open space. 

OSC 5-7 
through 
OSC 5-11 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC-
24 

Comply or require compliance with all regulations of approved 
habitat conservation plans that cover land and activities in Yucca 
Valley. Participate in interagency efforts to advance habitat 
preservation activities for plants, animals, and birds. 

OSC 5-5 
OSC 5-6 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC-
25 

Coordinate with other agencies in the Morongo Basin to evaluate 
the possibility of developing a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). 
Seek and support additional means of conservation in the Town 
and immediate region where appropriate.  

OSC 5-9 
OSC 5-10 

CDD Mid-term 

5.6 Water Resources 

OSC 
26 

Continue to monitor and maintain water supply agreements with 
the Hi-Desert Water District (HDWD) to ensure that an adequate 
water supply is maintained. Support drought contingency efforts 
implemented by HDWD, should conservation be needed. 

OSC 6-1 
OSC 6-2 
OSC 6-4 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
27  

Support HDWD’s groundwater recharge program to protect 
recharge sites from impacts of development. Support efforts to 
install lines that will use treated water and reduce demand on 
potable water.  

OSC 6-3 
OSC 6-6 
OSC 7-3 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
28  

Update the Town’s water efficient-landscape ordinance (WELO), 
which addresses the use of drought-tolerant plant materials and 
irrigation standards in the Development Code, in accordance with 
changes in state law.  

OSC 6-4 
OSC 6-5 

CDD, PW Short-
term 

OSC 
29 

Continue to work with HDWD to reduce the costs to property 
owners for septic conversions through Measure Z sales tax, $100 
million in state grants to assist homeowners with connection 
costs, USDA 504 1% fixed loans for qualified households, etc.  

OSC 6-2 CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
30 

Continue to track groundwater and drinking water quality data 
collected by HDWD’s data monitoring program. Monitor and 
review the publication of the Consumer Confidence Report to 
monitor that the water meets all water quality standards. 

OSC 6-7 CDD, PW Ongoing 
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5.7 Sewer and Stormwater Management 

OSC 
31 

Implement Municipal Code (YVMC) Chapter 9.32.110, which 
requires project applicants to implement stormwater BMPs into 
landscape and grading plans to minimize runoff and increase on-
site retention in consultation with the water quality control board. 

OSC 7-1 
OSC 7-4 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
32 

Implement YVMC Chapter 9.37.040, which requires preparation 
soil erosion, sediment, and dust control plans for projects of one 
acre or larger as a means to control disturbances to soils, reduce 
fugitive dust, and prevent runoff into the drainage system. 

OSC 7-7 CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
33 

Continue to work with the HDWD to facilitate the conversion of 
septic systems and installation of 32 miles of new sewer pipelines 
in the Town that connect residences and businesses; upgrade the 
wastewater treatment plant. 

OSC 7-7 CDD, PW Short-
term and 
mid-term 

OSC 
34 

Work with the Flood Control District to implement the Master Plan 
of Drainage and address local issues that cannot be remedied by 
standard measures, such as drainage over private properties in 
semi-developed areas and unpaved roads that cross drainages.   

OSC 7-8 CDD, PW Short-
term 

OSC 
35 

Continue to partner, where applicable, with the HDWD to ensure 
continuing upgrade, as needed, of the wastewater treatment 
facility to handle projected wastewater flows and comply with 
applicable state and federal regulations. 

OSC 7-2 CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
35 

Implement YVMC Chapter 9.37 to provide standards for the 
construction of on-site stormwater retention facilities that are 
consistent with local and regional drainage plans; ensure that new 
projects provide adequate stormwater retention. 

OSC 7-6 CDD, PW Ongoing 

5.8 Cultural Resources 

OSC 
36 

Maintain information and mapping of sensitive cultural, 
archeological, or paleontological resources in Yucca Valley in a 
confidential manner; access to such information shall be provided 
only to appropriate professionals and organizations. 

OSC 8-1 
through 
OSC 8-7 

CDD Ongoing 

OSC 
37 

Engage in tribal consultation under AB 52 and SB 18, which 
require state /local agencies to engage with Native American 
tribes regarding projects that may have the potential to impact 
cultural resources. Require implementation of appropriate 
mitigation measures resulting from the consultation process.  

OSC 8-1 
through 
OSC 8-7 

CDD Ongoing 

OSC 
38 

Require that developers proposing development and land use 
projects conduct the appropriate cultural resource assessments to 
ensure that historical, archaeological, and paleontological 
resources are adequately identified and protected and that 
potential impacts are appropriately mitigated. 

OSC 8-1 
through 
OSC 8-7 

CDD Ongoing 

OSC 
39 

Continue to support operations of the Hi-Desert Nature Museum 
and to increase the museum’s presence as an educational and 
cultural resource in the community. 

OSC 8-1 
through 
OSC 8-7 

CS Ongoing 
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5.9 Scenic Resources 

OSC 
40 

Require that proposed development projects analyze potential 
impacts to scenic resources—including trees, historic buildings, 
and rock outcroppings— or potential impacts to visual quality, 
and require appropriate mitigation measures. 

OSC 9-7 
OSC 9-6 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
41 

Implement the Hillside Ordinance that requires projects proposed 
for slopes of 15% to less than 30% to conform to the natural 
topography and natural grade; restricts development on slopes of 
greater than 30% to less than 40%; and prohibits pad grading on 
slopes 40% or greater. 

OSC 9-2 
OSC 9-3 
OSC 9-5 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
42 

Implement the Outdoor Lighting standards in the municipal code 
to minimize light pollution that has a detrimental effect on the 
environment and the enjoyment of the night sky, while 
eliminating light trespass onto adjacent properties. 

OSC 9-1 CDD Ongoing 

OSC 
43 

Consider developing regulations in the municipal code that 
preserve the scenic properties of SR-247 to support its designation 
as an official scenic state highway. Continue regulation of signage, 
building design, utility lines, etc. 

OSC 9-6 CDD, PW Mid-term 

OSC 
44 

Review and comment on land use applications proposing to 
develop solar or wind farms within the County to protect 
viewsheds and scenic resources of the community. 

OSC 9-7 CDD Ongoing 

5.10 Resource Conservation 

OSC 
45 

Participate in regional energy management and conservation 
efforts and encourage the expanded use of energy efficient and 
alternative fuels, alternative vehicles, and other system 
improvements that enhance energy efficiency and conservation. 

OSC 10-1 
OSC 10-2 
OSC 10-3 

TH, CDD, PW Ongoing 

OSC 
46 

Continue to implement, through contracts with private hauler(s), 
an integrated waste management, reduction, and recycling 
program that keeps pace with the changing regulatory framework 
in state law and industry practices.  

OSC 10-4 
OSC 10-5 
OSC 10-6 

CDD, PW Ongoing 

5.11 Air Quality 
OSC 
47 

Continue to proactively work with the MDAQMD in conjunction 
with other local and regional agencies in the development and 
application of air quality regulations as well as appropriate 
monitoring of criteria and toxic air pollutants. 

OSC 11-1 CDD Ongoing 

OSC 
48 

Pursue all feasible strategies in land use, waste reduction, building 
technology, and other regulatory means to meet the goals for 
reducing greenhouse gases to levels consistent with the Town’s 
commitments in the SBCTA GHG Reduction Plan and state law. 

OSC 11-6 CDD Ongoing 

OSC 
49 

Require proposed projects that have the potential to generate 
significant air pollution to provide detailed impact analyses and 
design mitigation. Prior to the issuance of permits, the Town shall 
review and determine the effectiveness of proposed mitigation 
measures and set additional measures as needed. 

OSC 11-9 CDD Ongoing 
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5.12 Resource Conservation 
OSC 
50 

Update the Town's landscape standards and design guidelines for 
drought-tolerant native vegetation, permeable surfaces, and 
natural stormwater management features in new development 
and public projects. Coordinate with the Water Efficiency 
Landscaping Ordinance (WELO) update to ensure consistency. 

OSC 12-1 
OSC 12-2 

CDD, PW  Short-
term 

OSC 
51 

Develop green infrastructure design standards for public and 
private development that integrate nature-based solutions, 
including shade trees, native drought-tolerant landscaping, and 
cool pavements to reduce urban heat and manage stormwater. 

OSC 12-2 CDD, PW  Mid-term 

OSC 
52 

Apply for grants to fund climate resilience projects, with priority 
given to projects that provide co-benefits for environmental 
justice areas, including parks and green spaces in underserved 
areas and cooling infrastructure in and near neighborhoods 
identified in the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment. 

OSC 12-4 
OSC 12-5 

CDD, CS Ongoing 

OSC 
53 

Develop targeted education and outreach materials on climate 
adaptation resources available to residents, including utility rebate 
programs, shade tree planting programs, and emergency cooling 
centers. Ensure materials are accessible to vulnerable populations 
identified in the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment. 

OSC 12-5 CDD, CS Short-
term 

 


